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Please pass on any information you feel may be of interest to your members and if you wish to publish any item in your own newsletter, club magazine or web site please feel free to do so with an acknowledgement to UKSMG.

Sunspot News

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) have issued their latest Solar Activity Forecast – “Solar activity is expected to be low with a slight chance for moderate activity”. That said, on 9th August the strongest X-ray flare, yet, in Sunspot Cycle 24 erupted on the north western solar limb. You can see an HD video of the event at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58KBUduxKCI
 .

Propagation

As the “official” Es season draws to a close how has it been for you? For me it has been a disappointing year but I have not had too much time even listen due to family commitments – (Hint – when your children decide to marry do all you can to encourage the bride’s mother that an autumn or early spring wedding would be best, NOT the end of May/early June!). There have been some very fine TEP openings for those stations in southern latitudes but several amateurs who I met recently from northern climes were moaning like mad about the lack of propagation. With the sun showing only sporadic signs of life will we get any F2 this year? The numbers are not too promising but I
don’t think you should pack away your six metre aerial just yet.

Portugal gets more bandwidth

On 4 April 2012 analogue TV broadcasting transmissions in Portugal will be switched off on completion of the digital changeover. As a result the authorities have extended the upper limit of the 6 metre amateur band. The new allocation is 50 to 52 MHz 

Channel 1 TV turned off in Hungary

Television broadcast on VHF Channel 1 from Budapest caused a lot of QRM to radio amateurs in the area. At 00:00 15 August 2011 the TV transmitter was finally closed down after 54 years in service. So what? Have a look here:-http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pktdjnngiI 

UKSMG AGM

The annual general meeting of UKSMG was held on 6th August in Farnborough. This coincided with another local event that attracted a number of foreign 6 metre operators. Most of these operators are also members of UKSMG so they took the opportunity to attend the AGM, many for the first time. The current committee was re-elected, provisional
results of the UKSMG summer Es contest that took place on 4th/5th June were unveiled along with the annual trophy winners. Full details may be found at http://www.uksmg.org.

ST0R 

The Dxpedition to the newly formed country of South Sudan from 22nd July to 10th August worked a total of 909 stations on 6 metres, 728 CW and 181 SSB. A number of UK stations made contacts. UKSMG was a sponsor of ST0R.

50 MHz United Kingdom Activity Contest (UKAC)

The RSGB 50 MHz UKAC contest takes place on the forth Tuesday of each month from 8pm to 10:30pm local time. So far this year 202 stations have put in entries from 22 UK Maidenhead squares. With the help of a couple of E events during the contests, 26 countries and 113 non UK squares have appeared in the submitted logs.

Six News now available in three electronic formats

Six News, the quarterly magazine from the United Kingdom Six Metre Group (UKSMG), is now available in three electronic formats. It has been available in .pdf format for several years but now each issue is also published in both .epub and .mobi format suitable for the Kindle.

The hard copy magazine is still posted to members but a new “Internet Only” discounted membership with access to download Six
News in all file formats is available at only £10 per annum.
http://uksmg.org/content/uksmg_applicsubs_cs.php
.

Six News contains a plethora of information for anyone interested in 50 MHz with articles on antenna design, propagation, equipment, operating, Dxpeditions, data modes, EME and detailed band reports.

Sun City

The 22nd IARU Region 1 general conference was held in Sun City on 12th to 19th August.

One of the “hot” topics was that of amending the 6 metre bandplan in particular the proposal to move all beacons above 50.4 MHz. Publication of the minutes is awaited.

More antenna Innovation

I recently had the pleasure of meeting with, talking to, and learning from Justin, G0KSC - antenna innovator extraordinaire. His LFA design of antenna is fast becoming the “weapon of choice” for 6 metre operation but I was shown a development of this design the OP-DES (Opposing Phase - Driven Element System) Yagi. Details have just been added to his commercial web site at http://www.innovantennas.com/owa-r-benefits.html
 .

Keep in touch

As always we would very much like to hear about any 6 metre activity in your club or mini DXpeditions which we could publicise to our membership. Send any contributions, please to clubnews@uksmg.org .
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