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Club News From UKSMG July 2011

Please pass on any information you feel may be of interest to your
members and if you wish to publish any item in your own newsletter,
club magazine or web site please feel free to do so with an
acknowledgement to UKSMG.

Sunspot News

Please don’t shoot the messenger………..
http://forums.qrz.com/showthread.php?301134-Scientists-predict-sunspot-activity-is-coming-to-an-end

Propagation

So this years E’s season has eventually started with several
prolonged single hop events into Europe but on several days mainland
Europe have enjoyed openings but the enhanced propagation has failed
to cross the Channel. There have been a few trans-Atlantic paths
notably the one on 10th June. Still, another couple of months to enjoy
any openings and then maybe some F2?

Noise on 50 MHz

The debate concerning noise from PLTs rumbles on with OFCOM making the
statement that “Licensees do not (therefore) have a formal legal
right to clean spectrum”. So what do you do if you want to operate
EME on 50 MHz and you live in a town or suberbia? Follow the
fascinating story about how Chris, G3WOS, tackled his noise problems
at http://www.gare.co.uk/noise/index.htm

UKSMG Summer Es contest – Review

The contest was held over the weekend of 4th and 5th of June and has
attracted 35 entries to date. Widespread Es were in short supply but
the amount of UK activity was very encouraging. A few westerly UK
based stations enjoyed about a 20 minute opening to North America
which boosted their score nicely. Claimed results will be available at
http://www.uksmg.org
 during the first week in July.

Elecraft KX3

OK, it’s only July but you should spend a moment to think what you
would like Santa to bring you this year so his elves can get busy. I
recommend you spend a few minutes drooling over the new Elecraft KX3
http://www.elecraft.com/KX3/kx3.htm

New to Six – some operating tips

If you are a novice on six metres, or not, the following tips will
help work more dx stations during an E’s opening.

1. Adhere to the current band plan. This is essential during good
conditions.

2. Sporadic E band openings can be very short or last several hours
and conditions can change very quickly. It is therefore wise, and the
custom, to have short exchanges passing the basic QSO information of
callsign, report and Maidenhead QRA locator, sometimes also your name.

3. It is often quicker to give the information once, slowly than twice
quickly.

4. Remember that the operator of the dx station may not be fluent in
English so speaking at a reasonable speed will assist him in getting
all your information in his log accurately.

5. His English may be limited and he may only be comfortable with a
short “rubber stamp” type of QSO.

6. Before you press your ptt check your log. You will not be popular
if you keep calling the same dx station during every opening. Once a
season is acceptable.

7. When you hear a station you want to contact, call him once, when
invited, with your full callsign. If he does not respond straight
away, listen.

8. Because of the nature of sporadic E you may not be able to hear any
other stations calling but at his end there could be tens of stations
in a pile up.

9. Repeated calling whilst another contact is being made may result in
the dx station deliberately ignoring your future calls.

10. If you track the locators of the stations that are being
successfully contacted you may be able to judge when to make your call
to best effect.

11. If a station you want to contact suddenly disappears into the
noise it is always worth monitoring the frequency for several minutes,
you will be surprised how often the station will re-emerge for a
second opportunity to make the contact.

UKSMG on the Road

The UKSMG will have a stand at the McMichael Radio Rally that will
take place on Sunday 17th July at Reading Rugby Football Club, RG4
6ST. There will be members with many years of experience on hand to
answer any queries and to give practical advice on 50 MHz related
issues. Membership forms will also be in plentiful supply. Full
details at http://www.mcmichaelrally.org.uk/

Thinking of going mobile on 6?

If you are thinking of going mobile on 50 MHz then UKSMG respectfully
suggests that you should scale down your ambitions.
http://noars.net/got6/N8OFS2011P1.JPG

Keep in touch

As always we would very much like to hear about any 6 metre activity
in your club or mini DXpeditions which we could publicise to our
membership. Send any contributions, please to clubnews@uksmg.org
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